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Workshop held 
on foster care 


by Laura-Jean Gilbert 

More than 40 individuals from 11 
states came to Kendall Green June 
23-25 to participate in a “first of its 
kind” workshop on the topic of Deaf 
Children in Foster Care. 

Co-sponsored by the National 
Academy and the Task Force on Foster 
Care, formed by persons working in 
that field in Maryland and the District 
of Columbia, the workshop brought 
together social workers, agency 
representatives and foster parents for a 
frank discussion of the problems and 
possibilities of placing deaf children in 
foster care situations. 

Connie Knight, coordinator of Pro- 
fessional Training Programs in Health 
for the National Academy, and Martha 
Sheridan of the Task Force on Foster 
Care for Hearing Impaired Children 
and Adolescents, set the tone for the 
workshop in their introduction in the 
packet of materials given to each par- 
ticipant: 

“We know that deaf children are 
often placed in foster care under 
emergency situations with families who 
may have boundless good will but no 
knowledge of the disability and no sign 
language skills. Most likely, the social 
worker whose job it is to maintain this 
placement and guide the child’s devel- 
opment has the same disadvantage. As 
a result, worker, parent, and child are 
left to fend for themselves with no easy 
access to information. This workshop 
represents a beginning step at remedy- 
ing this problem. . . . It is hoped that 
both foster parents and social workers 
will be able to use the information 
presented here to strengthen and im- 
prove existing efforts on behalf of deaf 
children. It is also hoped that we, as a 
planning group, will gain a better sense 
of direction in terms of meeting these 
needs.” 

Participants heard not only from 
foster care professionals but also from 
deaf adults who had grown up in foster 
care situations. They learned of new 

continued on page 2 


Open Lecture 


Dr. Klaus Schulte, director of 
the Center for Applied Linguistics 
for the Rehabilitation of the Dis- 
abled, College of Education, Heéi- 
delberg, West Germany, will give 


a lecture this Thursday, July 14 
at 3:15 p.m. in Ely Center Audi- 
torium. His topic will be “Deaf- 
ness in the Federal Republic of 
Germany.” Everyone is invited to 
attend, and a reception will fol- 
low the lecture. 
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Gary Rafiq and Don Pettingill congratulate each 
other on the certificates they received at the 
special dinner held for donors. 





Sweden changes 
national policy 
on deaf students 


At the third International Symposium 
on Sign Language Research held June 
22-26 in Rome, Dr. Brita Bergman of 
the University of Stockholm reported 
that the Swedish Ministry of Education 
had just announced several changes in 
its national policy concerning schools 
and programs for deaf students. 

First, Swedish Sign Language will be 
viewed as the first language of deaf 
students. Second, Swedish will be 
viewed as the students’ first “foreign 
language” (English will be the second 
foreign language). And, third, school 
programs will become bilingual. 

As a step toward implementing these 
changes, the curriculum of the teacher 
training college will include training in 
Swedish Sign Language and methods 
of foreign language teaching for 
Swedish. Educational opportunities will 
also be provided for those teachers 
already working in the schools. 

Participants at the International Sym- 
posium came from 22 countries and 
the presentations were interpreted into 
10 signed languages and two spoken 
languages. William Stokoe of 
Gallaudet’s Linguistics Research Lab 
gave the keynote address. 

The next Symposium will take place 
in Helsinki, Finland in 1987. In addi- 
tion, a conference for European re- 
searchers will convene in Holland in 
1985. 





One hundred donors to Gallaudet 
were recognized for their support June 
24 at a dinner and reception. All of the 
guests were 1982 members of one of 
Gallaudet’s five leadership gift societies: 
the Abraham Lincoln Charter Society, 
the Edward Miner Gallaudet Presiden- 
tial Society, the Thomas Hopkins 
Gallaudet Society, the Amos Kendall 
Society and the 1856 Club. 

Following the dinner, President Mer- 
rill welcomed the guests and expressed 
the College’s appreciation for their 
generosity. He spoke about the impor- 
tance of their gifts to our students in 
providing scholarships and programs. 

Melanie Wilding, an Honors Program 
sophomore from Utah, gave a presen- 
tation on the Honors Program and 
showed a videotape of its Sleeping Bag 
Seminar. Entertainment was provided 
by the Gallaudet Dancers, who per- 
formed two numbers, and Doris Wild- 
ing, who presented two songs in sign 


Donors honored at dinner 


language. Wilding, a sophomore from 
Idaho who spent a year studying in 
Finland, signed one song in both Fin- 
nish and American Sign Languages. 

Merrill introduced some of the key 
volunteers who have worked with the 
Development Office in fundraising. 
Alan and Flo Crammatte were recog- 
nized for their leadership with the 
Alumni House Campaign, for which 
they served as co-chairpersons. Dave 
and Polly Peikoff, who served as 
honorary co-chairpersons for the na- 
tionwide Alumni House Campaign, 
were also recognized. May Curtis was 
introduced as a volunteer who is at the 
center of a number of important proj- 
ects. She began volunteering at the 
beginning of the Alumni House project 
and has continued to share her time. 

At the end of the evening, certifi- 
cates of appreciation were awarded to 
each guest. 


Orin Cornett, left, director of the Cued Speech Program at Gallaudet, talks with participants at 


the Cued Speech workshop held on campus from June 26-duly 2. 


Reed speaks at business luncheon 


Vincent Reed, this year’s chairman 
of Gallaudet’s Annual Business cam- 
paign who has been doing community 
relations work with the Washington 
Post for the past year, spoke about the 
situation facing public education at a 
recent luncheon meeting of the Interna- 
tional Association of Business Com- 
municators. 

“Public education is the base on 
which this country has grown,” said the 
former superintendent of D.C. Public 
Schools and former Secretary of Edu- 
cation. But many people say that 
public education is a failure, Reed 
pointed out, and the president has cut 
money for public education expecting 
that the private sector will pick up the 
slack. 

Although the public is being hit from 
all sides with requests for help, said 
Reed, there are ways that organizations 


can help bridge the education gap, and 
he cited some programs started by the 
Post as examples. 

The Post has started a “Success in 
Reading” program to train teachers to 
use the newspaper to improve math 
and reading. People at the Post have 
“adopted” a school in the inner city. 
The Post has printed and distributed 
job hunting guides and brochures in 
public schools. A mini-grants program 
has allotted $300 to each school 
district, and teachers with winning pro- 
posals can spend the money in their 
classrooms. 

Many inner city children have at- 
titude problems that make it difficult for 
them to go from the 12th grade into 
the world of work, Reed said. But 
through programs such as these, at- 
titudes can be changed. 
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Field House at the start of a day of fun. 


These children, who are participating in Gallaudet’s summer recreation program, gather in the 








ABE workshop held at Gallaudet 


Classes in Adult Basic Education 
were the springboard for several former 
ABE students who came to Gallaudet 
the week of June 13-17 to share their 
experiences. The former students were 
on a panel as part of the week-long 
workshop in Adult Basic Education for 
the Deaf. One now teaches in the ABE 
Program, and some have gone on to 
college. 

ABE programs were represented 
from around the United States and 
Canada. Interns from Gallaudet’s Pro- 
grams in Adult and Community Educa- 
tion (PACE) also joined the workshop 
for their second of three weeks of train- 
ing to gain a better awareness of how 
to serve the educational needs of their 
local deaf communities. Workshop par- 
ticipants included teachers and ad- 


Foster care 


continued from page 1 
concepts in foster care that stress ex- 
tensive training for foster care families 
so that they become part of the profes- 
sional team working with the agency 
and the social worker. 

Jerry Schoenecker of Associated 
Catholic Charities in Baltimore spoke 
about that agency’s “Risk” plan for 
foster care where foster families agree 
to work closely with the agency to 
move the child back to its biological 
family or, when that is not a possibility, 
to accept the responsibility for becom- 
ing the adoptive family for the child. 
He stressed the importance for each 
child to have a sense of stability and 
belonging. 

The workshop also provided basic in- 
formation on hearing loss and nonver- 
bal communication from basic gestures 
to an introduction to what sign com- 
munication encompasses. 

The workshop identified two basic 
needs: more deaf families that would 
be willing to serve as foster parents for 
hearing impaired children and adoles- 
cents, and more social workers who 
are deaf themselves or who are know- 
ledgeable about deafness and able to 
communicate well with deaf people. 
There is also a related need for agen- 
cies working in the field of foster care 
to be aware of the advantages of hav- 
ing such social workers on their staffs 
and of the advantages of placing hear- 
ing impaired children with hearing im- 
paired foster parents. 

For more information about this 
workshop or about foster care, contact 
Connie Knight at the National Acade- 
my or Martha Sheridan, Jewish Social 
Service Agency of Metropolitan Wa- 
shington, 6123 Montrose Rd., Rock- 
ville, MD, 20852, 881-3700 voice or 
984-5662 TDD. 


ministrators who came from social en- 
vironments where their communities do 
not understand the needs of their 
students. 

The theme of the workshop, “Work- 
ing with Disadvantaged Deaf Adults,” 
was addressed by professionals on a 
variety of topics. Program sharing 
revealed that the greatest needs, na- 
tionally and in Canada, were in the 
areas of funding, recruiting trained 
staff, orienting the hearing community 
to the needs of deaf people, working 
with multihandicapped deaf adults, 
locating appropriate materials and com- 
puterized instruction. 

In addition to the workshop agenda, 
participants were able to view a display 
of materials appropriate for ABE for 
deaf people June 15 and 16 in Ely 
Center. More than 20 commercial 
publishing companies, local public 
libraries and resources from Gallaudet 
were represented. 


The ABE workshop was coordinated 
by Nancy Pollock, ABE Specialist, and 
the materials display was organized by 
Leslie Proctor, Materials Development 
Specialist, both of PACE. 


Unclaimed property 


The Department of Safety and Secu- 
rity has the following items in its prop- 
erty storage room: 


15 bicycles 

5 men’s watches 

6 women’s watches 
2 women’s bracelets 
2 typewriters 

4 adding machines 
a CY 

1 bowling ball 

1 projector 

7 hearing aids 

4 cameras 

2 film loops 

1 8-track tape 

1 clock 

CTly 

1 scale 

1 ice chest 

1 suitcase 

3 attache cases 

1 gym bag 

1 luggage carrier 

7 art works 

7 hubcaps 

8 eyeglasses 

3 sunglasses 

1 men’s wedding band 
1 butterfly ring 

1 Vivitar flash 


To claim any of the items above, 
come to the Department of Safety and 
Security. Items may be claimed with 
positive identification and proof of 
ownership through the month of July. 

After that, an auction will be held to 
sell all unclaimed items. 








Jobs Available 


Some of the advertised staff positions may 
already be filled. For updated information, 
call the JOB RECORDING in the Personnel 
Office, x5514 or x5520 TDD. 


SECRETARIAL POSITIONS: Contact Per- 
sonnel for listing. 

PHYSICAL THERAPIST: KDES 

MANAGER, ACADEMIC APPLICATIONS: 
Computer Services 

MANAGER, BUSINESS APPLICATIONS: 
Computer Services 

SENIOR APPLICATIONS PROGRAM- 
MER/BUSINESS APPLICATIONS: 
Computer Services 

REGISTERED NURSE: Student Health 
Services 

DIRECTOR: Student Union 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR: Student 
Union 

FACULTY POSITION: Department of Sign 
Communication 

JUNIOR APPLICATIONS PROGRAM- 
MER/ACADEMIC AFFAIRS: Com- 
puter Services 

TUTORIAL SPECIALIST/SUPERVISOR: 
Tutorial Center 

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF TRAINING: Na- 
tional Academy 

ASSISTANT TO THE DEAN, OPERA- 
TIONS: Research Institute 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPER: National 
Academy 

ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICIAN: M&O 
Administration 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT: Office of 
Research Dissemination 

LIBRARY TECHNICAL ASSISTANT, CIR- 
CULATION: Library 

LIBRARY TECHNICAL ASSISTANT, 
MEDIA: Library 

FIRST CLASS ENGINEER: M&O Utilities 
Services 

FACULTY POSITIONS: Department of 
Educational Foundations & Research 


Classified Ads 


FOR SALE: 1972 VW Super Beetle, new 
brakes, paint, etc. $2300. Call Maryte, 
x5008. 

















FOR SALE: Dog house, 3 yrs old, made 
from Hechinger bought pattern (large size), 
slate roof. You move. $25. Call Darnese 
Hines, x5160 voice/TDD. 


ROOMMATE NEEDED: Cheverly area. 
Call Cindy Puthoff, 341-2686 TDD. 


AVAILABLE: Painting and yard work. Ex- 
perienced painter. Call Johnny, 544-2585 
TDD after 5 p.m. 


FOR SALE: Catalina 25 sailboat, fixed 
keel, 3 sails, 9 hp outboard, compass, 2 


batteries, many extras. Call Dan Kirby, 
x5160 voice or TDD or 920-1495 voice. 
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